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KUZNETSK COMBINE STEPS UP
TRON AND STEEL PRODUCTION

B

Lﬁumbers in parentheses refer to appended sources./

During vhe past 5 years, the Kuznetsk Metallurgical Combine imeni Stalin
increased its production of pig iron 34.8 percent; steel smelting, 21.1 per-
cent; production of rolled steel, 21.1 percent; and ore mining, 69.5 percent.
Labor productivity increazed bb .8 percent during this period. Kuznetsk metal-
Turgists fulfilled the 1950 plan and produced above plan 42,700 tons of pig
iren, 10,200 tons of zteel, 21,800 tons of rolled steel, 135,100 tons of iron
ore, 26,800 tons of coke, and 1,400 tons of refractories, and saved 19.8 mil-
jion Tubles by reducing preduction costs. (1)

The combine has pledged to fulfill the 1950 plan ahead of schedule and to
produce above plan 30,000 tons of pig iron, 20,000 tons of steel, 25,000 tons
of rolled steel, 60,000 tons of iron ore, and 50,000 tons of sinter.(2)

The Kuznetsk Combine fulfilled the 7-month plan in 1951 shead of schedule
and revised its previous pledges for this year. It has now been decided to
increase the above-plan pledges to 35,000 tons (from 25,000 tons) of coke,
36,000 tons of pig iron, 23,000 tons of steel, and 30,000 tons of rolled steel.
The metallurgical combine also pledged to save 15 million rubles above plan
instead of 10 million rubles as previously stated.(3)

During the postwer period, the combine has considerably increased the pro-
ductivity of the blast-furnace shop. Compared with 1046, the productivity of
two blast furnaces has increased 47 percent, without an excessive financial

outlay.

The combine is jncreasing the share of local iron o:es in the blast-
furnace charge. In the postwar 5-year period, the output of local iron ore
was incressed almost 23 times.
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gteel zmelting iu il yom-od 2% percent over 1946, exceeding the

| planned technical <2 aeity Uy 13 percent. The average daily recovery of steel
per sguare umeLer ~f fuinace pearth is now 950 kilograms more than in 1945.

The operation of open-hearin furnaces with heat-resistant magnesite brick

roofs has given supericr rasults., A furnace with & heat-resistent roof pro-

duces three times &af many melts as & furnace vith an ordinary Dines brick roof.

The combine has novw crganized producticn of refractory pricks, which will make

it possible 1O reline the woots of g1l remaining open-hearth furnaces with

this type of brick.

The increi = 3.0 o oteel hasd aaturally caused an increase in the

out put of i he rolling wills cxceeded the estab-
lished capé jcoming mill has reached an especially
high degree ©f .z ail other tlooming mills in the USSR,
not to mentiun PRGES ves. At present, the time required for
roiling & © X got in whe ol will is lesec than @ minute. Compared
with 1946 i ;i ingots has been reduced 35 percent. The
plooming mill Leehnicsl capacity in 1950 by 2k percent.

The Scoviet industizy iz constanily increasing 1its demand for high-quality
types of steel, The share of high-grade alloyed steel in the total output of
the combine has been growing steaoily. Compared with 1946, the production of
this type of metal increased slmost 50 percent in 1950. At the same time,
consumption of netel per ton of finizhed rclled product has been lowered.

As a resul® of more complete wilization of plant capacities, and econom-
jcal use of raw materisls, fuel, and other msterials, the combine lowered pro-
duction costs during +he pericd 196 - 1950 by 8c million rubles. This made
it possible for the combine tc jecline a state subsidy in 1948 and to become a
highly profitable enterprise, g-ving ‘he state hundreds of millions of rubles
in annual gecumurations.

In 1951 the output of high-grade alloyed steel has increased 35.6 percent
over 1950.(%4)

The rall shop of ths Kuznethsk Contine recently received & large order for
angle iron for the wplgodonstrey” ~cnstruction project. In the first 8 hours
following receipt of the crder, 1Lo tonz of iron were rolled. The order was
fulfilled consideratly shead of zchedule and the jron was shipped to the con-
struction proje:t,(i)

The Pashtagol lron Mine in Kemeroave oblast is the main source of iron ore
for the Kuznetsk Metallurgical Cemtine. The mine was built during World War IT
and has developed inte & very laryge onterprise, equipped with modern mining
machinery. During the first postwar Five-f{ear Flan, the mine increased its
output of ore more than 50 percent. A1l mining processes are now being mecha-
nized.(6) The mine has increased the average aonthly cutting of stopes from
25 to 70 or 80 neiers.(7)
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